


he AGM held at the Hall on 
14th was reasonably well 

attended, with 19 people and 18 
apologies

The agenda was a full one with 
the following decisions made:

1. The Gleniffer Community 
Association Executive are all 
local residents: 
The following people were elected 
on the night:
President: Neil Westbury
Secretary: Dennis Howard
Treasurer: Jeanette Gosschalk 
Vice-Presidents: Rod Keers and 
Diane Smith

2. GCA Membership Rules:
The Secretary reminded everyone 
about the GCA membership 
requirements in the constitution as 
required by the Department of Fair 
Trading; i.e members must be 
financial to retain their 
membership. The GCA 
membership fees are $2.00 pre 
annum and can be paid directly 
into the association account. 
Please contact the Secretary at 
glenifferhall.nsw@gmail.com
 for the account details.

3. Hall Repairs:
Congratulations again to all those 
who cooked and helped at the 
stall for the Federal elections. 
Together with the money raised at 
the Quilt Fair we now have 
sufficient funds to proceed with 
the sanding and sealing of the hall 
floor including the stage area 
which will require additional work 
to fill in all the gaps. We will not be 
taking any bookings for January 
and early February 2014 as we 
have organised for the floor to be 
done and also some further 
eternal work will be undertaken.

4.	  Successful Grant Application:

As part of the process in 
approving Gleniffer Hall as a 
bushfire "Neighbourhood Safer 
Place" it was recommended that 
enclosing of the eaves and 
verandah ceiling be undertaken. 
At the time the Rural Fire Service 
did not have funds to complete 
this work, although they did fund 
the installation of metal insect 
screens as a fire protection 
measure.

In late July we became aware of 
the NSW Government 
“Community Building 
Partnerships” program. An 
application was submitted to this 
program to line the eaves and 
verandah and to install awnings 
over the windows on the northern 
side of the hall. 

We are very pleased to announce 
that we have been successful in 
obtaining a grant of $12,135 to 
fund the majority of the works. 
There were over 2700 applicants 
to the program from across NSW, 
so we were amongst the small 
number of successful applicants. 
The Association will contribute 
some funds and we will also be 
providing some volunteer labour 
to assist with the project.

The Association would like to 
publicly express our thanks to the 
NSW State Government for the 
providing this funding, and to our 
Secretary Dennis Howard for 
putting in the hard work of writing 
the application.

5. Discussions with Bellingen 
Shire Council (BSC): 

The Association is continuing to 
hold discussions with BSC 
regarding the matters raised in our 
letters of 14th January and 7th 
April 2013 are ongoing. 

Progress seems to be hampered 
by BSC  lack of funds. In relation 

to available funding, BSC recently 
released their  "Draft Community 
Facilities & Open Space 
Infrastructure Section 94 
Developer Contribution Plan 
2013". The Association has sent a 
submission to BSC setting out our 
priorities for the allocation of 
funds available under the plan. We 
believe that BSC must undertake 
a survey and analysis of current 
and future visitor numbers. This 
information could then form the 
basis of planning for the 
infrastructure and facilities that will 
be required to service those 
needs. 

There are a number of other 
issues that need to be addressed, 
but progress seems slow. BSC 
has agreed to increase ranger 
patrols and rubbish collection 
especially during peak times. But 
we are still waiting to get some 
action on the issue of building a 
public toilet. We will keep you 
advised as and when any further 
development occur.

Gleniffer Community 
Church

Carol Service
Sunday 22nd December

7.30 pm

A plate to share for supper

Contact: Moira Franklin 66551723
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FIRE SEASON FACTS 

How do I know if there is a fire 
nearby?
Sources of information are - 

• the RFS website 
(www.rfs.nsw.gov.au- 
check the sidebar 
"Current Fires & 
Incidents"

• telephone 1800 679 737 
(or if it is easier to 
remember 1800 NSW 
RFS)

• ABC radio - broadcasts 
fire updates and 
emergency warnings.

• RFS smartphone app 
"Fires Near Me" available 
for Android and Apple 
products.

In times of bushfire danger who 
do I call?                                      
If you see a fire or smoke (a 
column not just general smoke 
haze) phone 000. This is usually 
the quickest way to contact your 
local brigade - after you have 
called 000, you can still try the 
local contact Dennis Howard from 
the Gleniffer Rural Fire Brigade 
on: phone 66550107.

Regular activities and Resources... . . . .

Gleniffer Rural Fire Brigade Update
Despite recent rain fire conditions remain unpredictable. The forested areas 
of the valley contain large volumes of fuel and strong winds have dried out 
these fuels. The fire danger rating can vary widely from day to day, fire 
permits are currently available for those residents wanting to burn off on their 
properties although there are  additional conditions applying to those 
permits. Please ensure that any fires are fully extinguished before you leave 
them unattended.

The Gleniffer Hall has been designated a "Neighbourhood Safer Place". This 
means that you can "evacuate" to the hall in the event of a large fire and you 
are not prepared to stay and defend your home.  The Gleniffer Community 
Association has agreed to have the hall opened if these circumstances occur.  
Please note that a "Neighbourhood Safer Place" designation  means that the 
site is safer than an unprepared home - it does not mean that it is fire proof.

Research conducted by the NSW RFS and the Bushfire Cooperative 
Research Centre following the January 2013 bush fires found a large number 
of people did not heed the warnings about the dangerous conditions, and 
wish they had done more preparation.

Information about Bush Fire Survival Plans are is available on the RFS 
website. Please contact Dennis Howard (Ph: 66550107) if you would like to 
discuss your Plan.

Gleniffer Rural Fire Brigade held its 
last training session for the year on 
Sunday 8th December followed by a 
BBQ lunch. This provided the ideal 
opportunity for three official 
presentations. Robert Daley, our 
newest member, was presented with 
his Bushfire Fighters Certificate. 

Athol Preston and Barry Keough 
were each presented with Life 
Membership Certificates in 
recognition of over 50 years service 
that they have given as volunteers to 
the Rural Fire Service (previously 
Bush Fire Service) and in particular 
Gleniffer brigade.

Athol and Barry recounted some 
stories from the early days of the 
brigade - To think that they fought 
fires with nothing more than wet corn 
bags and branches is truly amazing. 
It is certainly a stark contrast to the 
equipment and protective clothing 
that the brigade is currently 
equipped with. 
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      Local Critters:    
                   Tough Love: The Rascally Antechinus

 arly this year we sold our 
Promised Land property to Nigel and 
Lisa Brown and then headed south to 
start our new life.  While we were 
enthusiastic and excited about our new 
future (which included a trip to Italy and 
the UK), we also felt a level of sadness 
in leaving friends and such a wonderful 
place to live. We knew we were going 
to miss the area – probably a lot. We 
therefore did not hesitate to put our 
hand up to house sit this year for our 
friends and former neighbours Neil and 
Diane while they travelled overseas. It 
was a great opportunity to reconnect 
with Gleniffer and Bellingen for a while.

Following our arrival, goodbyes to Neil 
and Di, and hellos to Kosta the ball of 
energy called a dog, we settled in once 
again to Gleniffer life. I had mentioned  
to Neil I was willing to undertake some 
projects if he needed anything done.  
Conscious that a man’s shed is his 
domain, I was very careful  to ask first if 
he wanted me to clear out his shed and 
put up some shelves. Apparently Diane 
was very keen and the answer quickly 
came back from Neil – of course !!   

Work commenced.  Amongst other 
tasks this included rearranging a rack 
of quality timber earmarked for 
furniture making.  Upon lifting the 
lengths, I discovered the remains of 
what I assumed to be a dead mouse. 
When I found another one I sensed it 
was a bit larger than a house mouse 
and its face seemed to be longer. 
Further investigation revealed another 
one, and this time I was began to 
doubt it was a dead mouse at all.  

Then all hell broke loose.  Out from 
under the pile of wood darted a very 
much alive mother with 8 – 10 babies 
hanging onto her teats for dear life. 
After watching her and her young ones 

for a few minutes and then seeing 
them disappear off into the shed 
to safety, I did some research and 
concluded the critter was an 
Antechinus: a marsupial mouse.  

Australia has ten species of 
Antechinus, a mouse-sized 
marsupial carnivore, rare in towns 
and cities but quite common in 
country areas with some intact 
bush. In NSW we have 4 species. 
Their faces are different to mice 
and they are active during the day 
- uncommon for house mice.   

Perhaps their most amazing trait 
can be summed up with the old 
saying : Tough Love. Males live to 
exactly 11 and a half months, and 
they all die immediately following 
sex. Their bodies disintegrate due 
to stress-induced immune system 
breakdown. Copulation is a 
vigorous affair lasting up to 14 
hours with multiple partners. The 
offspring have no idea who their 
father is and it wouldn’t do them 
any good anyway – all possible 
fathers are dead !  

Scientists term dying after a single 
reproductive event ‘semelparity’. 

Dr Diana  Fisher at the University 
of Queensland has described the 
cause of death as “basically they 
( the males ) escalate the amount 
of competition until it kills them.” 
Crikey!

I couldn’t help but ponder the 
three dead remains I had found in 
the wood heap. There had been a 
lot of males sacrificed in order to 
bring those kids into the world so 
I was pleased to see mum doing 
her best to carry on the survival 
of the species, and ensure the 
sacrifice was not in vain.

Our wonderful time back in the 
Promised Land eventually came 
to an end. During our stay we 
also saw a platypus on numerous 
occasions!!  But that’s another 
story!

Jim and Lorna Downey. 

N.B. Thanks to the ABC Science 
Program 7/7/2011 for information 
presented in this article.

Photo: Big family: antechinus can 
have up to 14 babies in one litter. 

For more info see: www.abc.net.au/
science/article/
2011/07/07/326248.htm
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Meet the neighbours....
                         Irene & Barry Keough

  

Both Irene and Barry Keough were born in 

Bellingen in 1938 - Irene at Gracely Private 
hospital in West Street, and Barry at Killarney 
Hospital in Williams Street. Barry and Irene were 
raised on farms in the Promised Land. Irene 
on Tony Capararo's dairy farm where the 
Mallinsons are living now, and Barry on  a 72 
acres farm where James Burnie and Julie 
Woodruff  live now.

Barry spent the first seven years at Gleniffer 
Primary school, then went to Bellingen Central 
school. There was no school bus to Bellingen 
from Gleniffer so he had to travel to Gordonville, 
walk across the river, and catch the Thora bus to 
school. In 1956 when the Olympic Games were in 
Melbourne, Barry carried the Olympic torch from 
the old Raleigh bridge, south for one mile. 

Barry and Irene knew each other most of their 
lives. A Gleniffer hall dance bought the two 
together in 1955 and they were married in 1957 in 
the Gleniffer Church which was built by Barry's 
great-grandfather, Nicholas Keough senior, who 
first selected 100 acres opposite the church.

Barry and Irene spent 3 years away from Gleniffer 
with a town water reservoir construction firm, and 
then returned to Gleniffer to buy their first farm of 
72 acres from Barry's father Arthur Keough in 
1963. They saved hard and brought the farm 
where Trevor and Leanne are living now in 1970. 
In 1978 they brought Albey McFadgens farm 
where they live now. 

In 1978 they also brought the Gleniffer, 
Gordonville and Promised Land school bus 
run. Irene drove the Promised Land bus for 28 
years and Barry drove the Gordonville run for 32 
years. They were also executive members of the 
Gleniffer Progress Association, Hall committee 
and the Bushfire Brigade of Gleniffer for many 
years. And Barry was elected as a Councillor to 
Bellingen Council in 1980 and again in 1983, 
serving two terms. So they have contributed a 
great deal to our community over many years.

Barry and Irene have six grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren. Recently, one of their great-
grandchildren was christened at Gleniffer Church 
where Barry and Irene were married. Amelia Daley 
is the seventh generation of the Keough family 
living in the Promised Land. 

Barry and Irene 
Keough with 
Amelia at her 
christening



      In My Patch (of Paradise)
                     Birds of the Promised Land

he Gleniffer area is 
renowned for its bird life and 
many local residents - young and 
old alike - have been keen bird 
watchers over the years. Kirsty 
Cockburn mentioned her son 
Serge kept a list of the birds he 
had spotted growing up along 
their stretch of the Never Never 
River. There is a lot of local 
knowledge about our birdlife, 
and no doubt several lists are 
sitting stuck on fridges. 

So we’ve decided to start 
compiling a local list on the 
Gleniffer Community Association 
website; starting off with the one 
below compiled by Jim and 
Lorna Downey. 

If you would like to add to the 
list, just email it to: 
terrygoss@westnet.com.au

We’d love to have some jpeg 
photos as well - if you’ve been 
quick enough to grab the 
camera!

Jim and Lorna Downey’s List of 
Birds seen in the Promised Land, 
29 August - 30 October 2013.

1. Galah
2. Pied Butcherbird
3. Tawny Frogmouth (on deck 

railing)
4. Kookaburra
5. Buff Banded Rail (under 

clothesline)

6. White Headed Pigeon
7. Blue Faced Honeyeater
8. Satin Bowerbird
9. Welcome Swallow
10. Noisy Miner
11. Pacific Black Duck (1 on 

dam & 1 in paddock with 
ducklings)

12. Red Wattlebird
13. Sulphur Crested Cockatoo
14. Crimson Rosella
15. Magpie Lark
16. White Faced Heron (in 

paddock)
17. Australian Raven
18. Eastern Whipbird
19. Black Faced Cuckoo Shrike
20. Rainbow Lorikeet
21. Magpie
22. Wonga Pigeon
23. White Eyed Duck (also 

known as Hardhead)
24. Figbird (often big mobs up to 

20 in trees)
25. Bar Shouldered Dove
26. Olive Backed Oriole
27. Masked Lapwing
28. Yellow Tailed Black Cockatoo
29. Willie Wagtail
30. Great Cormorant 
31. Golden Whistler
32. Superb Fairy Wren
33. Little (Brush) Wattlebird
34. Eastern Rosella
35. Lewin's Honeyeater
36. Sacred Kingfisher (low trees 

above dam)
37. Boobook Owl
38. Regent Bowerbird
39. Spangled Drongo
40. Toressian Crow
41. Grey Goshawk
42. Green Catbird
43. Black Faced Monarch
44. Pied Currawong
45. Sacred Ibis
46. Woompoo Fruit Dove
47. Emerald Dove
48. Common Mynah (also known 

as Indian Mynah)

49. Red Browed Finch
50. Australian Wood (Maned) Duck
51. Little Pied Cormorant (on dam 

log)
52. King Parrot
53. Common Koel
54. Channel Billed Cuckoo
55. White Browed Scrub Wren

For more info on local birds see:
http://bellingen.nsw.gov.au/images/
documents/bellingen/mig/22271-
birds_flyer.pdf

Photos of the Green Catbird and Rufous 
Fantail by Robert Bush at:

http://
bellingenandbeyond.files.wordpress.co
m/2013/01/rufous-fantail.jpg

 T

“In My Patch (of Paradise)” is a regular column in the newsletter for your stories about the Gleniffer environment 
- our rivers, landscape plants, animals and birds. Whether they are cute and cuddly, rare and endangered, 
poisonous or a pest. 

If you have some interesting information and a photo, a useful website, a few tips about how to protect (or 
eradicate if it’s a weed!) then this is the column for you!  Kathy Mortimer coordinates the contributions for 
this column. Send your written items and jpeg photos to Kathy at: kbmortimor@bigpond.com
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Photos from the Quilt & Craft Fair



So you’ve worked and toiled for forty years,
You’re sick of the big smoke,
You’ve sold the house and got the cheque,
And now you’re country folk.

You’ve been up here a year or more,
The garden’s all in order’
You dig the weeds and plant your trees,
With pansies for a border.

And once a week you mow the lawn,
And shift the doggy poo,
You have to put the garbage out,
What else is there to do?

You thought you’d take up fishing, 
The kids bought you the gear’
But what a way to spend your day,
Sat on some lonely pier.

So what about some golf you thought,
I’ll chase that small white ball’
But when you cannot find the hole,
It drives you up the wall.

The bowling club is your next stop,
No doubt you think you’re “Drake”,
The skip says “He’s stuffed up again,
Let’s throw him in the lake!”

You fell a bit dejected,
Things aren’t the best, it’s true.
You’re getting under mother’s feet,
And now you’ve got the flu.

‘Twas then, by strange coincidence
You read in Rupert’s paper
About your local orchid club,
Now that sounds like a caper.

A word of caution here my friend
Before you leave your rug,
Once inside that meeting place
You’re bitten by the bug.

You’re living in another world,
And life won’t be the same,
Oncidiums, Cymbidiums,
You’re in the orchid game.

There’s some that grow exotics,
And others natives too,
There’s millions to choose from
We leave that up to you.

And flowers of every colour,
Of every shape and size,
Will all be there each meeting night,
To gently bathe your eyes.

The members are a friendly lot,
They’ll show how it’s done.
Sometimes we have a barbecue and have ourselves 
some fun.

So come on down one Monday night
And join the happy throng
Of fanatic orchid growers.
Bring a plate along! You can’t go wrong.

Poet’s Corner: 
“Join Your Local Orchid Club”

                                                     by Cliff Schofield

“Poet’s Corner” will be a regular part of The Newsletter. 
Cliff Schofield and Anne Cannon have offered to coordinate your contributions to this column. While they have 
a ready supply of ditties, poems and bush ballads they’ve penned themselves, they are keen to get your 
contributions - either a piece of your or others’ own poetry. 
Email your contributions to Cliff at: clifford.schofield@westnet.com.au
or drop it in Anne’s letterbox at 115 Promised Land Loop Road.
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WANTED:

A BOOKCASE 

FOR THE HALL

Does anyone out there have 
a bookshelf in reasonable 
condition that you would 
like to donate to the Hall?

Contact for bookcase: 
Diane Smith 66552916

We all have books filling up our 
homes. Why not share some of 
them with other local residents? 

We could do this by having a 
bookcase at the Hall, where you 
can leave books safely for others 

to read and exchange. 

Once we have a bookshelf:      
We will happily accept donated 

books in good condition. 

No paperwork will be involved. 
You will be able to come in on 

the 2nd and 4th Monday of each 
month and pick up a book to 
read. Return it when you are 

finished, and leave other books 
on the shelf when you can.

Book Sharing at the Hall     
will only be available on the 
2nd and 4th Monday of each 

month, coinciding with 
meetings of the Craft Group. 

Trade Swap
Recipe:  The AGM Rhubarb Cake

Contributions to the Never Never News

The Newsletter is a volunteer effort by local residents and members of the 
Gleniffer Community Association, so it comes out when we have time and 
items of interest. It is circulated electronically to everyone on the GCA list as 
we do not have the people, funds or time to do a letterbox drop of a hard 
copy. To make sure you get your copy, become a member of GCA by 
providing your email address along with a small membership fee ($2.00) to 
the Secretary at: glenifferhall.nsw@gmail.com

We’d love to have your ideas for the newsletter, a written story, a regular 
column, your reminiscences, a poem or photograph, and forthcoming 
events - send them all along to us. 

The News production team (so far):

General editor: Diane Smith: Dianeesmith@bigpond.com

Copy Proofreading: Dennis Howard 
Column coordinators: 
* Kathy Mortimor - “In My Patch of Paradise”: kbmortimor@bigpond.com
* Cliff Schofield & Anne Cannon - “Poets Corner”: Anne’s letter box or email:
* Barbara Moore - “Trade-Swap”: brmoore@bigpond.com

The views expressed in The Never Never News are not necessarily those of 
the GCA. Unfortunately, all mistakes are those of the editor!

Ingredients:

- 60g butter
- 1 1/2 cups brown sugar, firmly packed
- 1 tspn vanilla essence
- 1 tspn grated lemon rind
- 2 eggs
- 1 cup self-raising flour
- 1 cup plain flour
- 1 tspn cinnamon
- 1 cup sour cream
- 500g fresh rhubarb, in 2 cm lengths
- 1/3 cup brown sugar, extra
- 1 tspn cinnamon extra

Lightly grease a 23 cm round cake tin, line base with paper, grease paper. 

Beat butter, sugar, essence and rind in bowl with electric beater until light 
and fluffy. beat in eggs, one at a time. 

Stir in sifted dry ingredients and cream in 2 batches; add rhubarb. 

Spread into pan and sprinkle with combined extra sugar and cinnamon. 

Bake in moderate over about 1 1/4 hours. Stand 5 minutes; turn onto wire 
rack.

Please contact Barb Moore who has 
kindly volunteered to be the 
coordinator for the TradeSwap 
Column: brmoore@bigpond.com

Remember that the service is for 
local residents of Gleniffer only. 
Each person will need to take full 
responsibility for their own 
transactions. The GCA will not be 
involved in handling cash.
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